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Week 1: Cow 

Sermon Theme: That’s the cow’s manger box! 

Sermon Text: Exodus 32:1-8, 15-34 

Sermon Hymn: #571 – God Loved the World, so That He Gave 

Other Readings: Ps. 146; St. Mark 8:22-25 

 

Law: The people construct a dead and lifeless god for themselves, while the true 

and living God speaks with Moses on Mt. Sinai.  We construct false gods for 

ourselves in the form of sports, money, power, etc. when we think that God is to 

slow, or to out of touch with our lives today. 

Gospel: The one who lies in the manger is not a dead and lifeless God, rather He is 

the true and living God who even the wind and the waves and the demons obey. 

Take Home Point: The cow in your nativity scenes reminds you not to chase after 

the false gods of the world, but to look to the true and living God who lies in the 

manger.  

 

Week 2: Donkey 

Sermon Theme: That’s the donkey’s manger box! 

Sermon Text: Numbers 22:22-35 

Sermon Hymn: #343 – Prepare the Royal Highway 

Other Readings: Ps. 25; St. Mark 11:1-10 

 

Law: Balaam refuses to recognize the presence of the living God who stands 

before him. Despite all of the evidence that surrounds us, we refuse to recognize 

the God who is before us in the Word, in the water and in the bread and wine. 

Gospel: The Word that rides on a donkey into Jerusalem has come to make the 

Lord of heaven and earth known to the nations. Sin clouds our eyes so that we do 

not want to see it, but He stands before us with His Word and promises in the 

Word, water, bread and wine.  

Take Home Point: The donkey in your nativity scene reminds you that the Lord is 

always with you, always watching over you and caring for you. 
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Week 3: Camel 

Sermon Theme: That’s the camel’s manger box! 

Sermon Text: Deuteronomy 14:3-21 

Sermon Hymn: #354 – Arise O Christian People 

Other Readings: Ps. 119:129-136; St. Mark 7:14-23 

 

Law: The camel is a symbol of the presence of Gentiles, who were looked down 

upon in Israel.  Who are the modern day Gentiles that we look down upon and 

assume that the Savior did not come into the world for. 

Gospel: The Savior is for all people, for Jews, for Gentiles, for me, for you.  Christ 

came to abolish the Law and open the gates of heaven for all people, even those 

who we would rather not extend the Gospel to. 

Take Home Point: The camel in your nativity scenes serves to remind you that 

this is your Savior as well, but that He is not just your Savior, but the Savior of all 

people. 

 

Week 4 OR Christmas Eve/Day: Sheep 

Sermon Theme: That’s the sheep’s manger box! 

Sermon Text: St. John 1:29-34 

Sermon Hymn: #434 – Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

Other Readings: Psalm 23; Revelation 5:1-14 

 

Law: We are all born into sin; we are all sinful from the time of our conception.  

Gospel: The one who now lies in the manger box is the Lamb who will be slain 

and whose blood will be shed to wash away the stain of your sin so that you might 

be presented pure and holy to your Father in heaven. 

Take Home Point: The sheep in your nativity scene serves to remind you that the 

one who lies in the manger is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world. 


