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Midweek Advent 1 

St. Matthew 3:13-17 

‘All I want for Christmas is Baptism’ 

 

In the Name of Jesus! AMEN! 

 

 What did you want for Christmas last year? 

 What were last year’s newest toys, coolest gadgets, and latest fashions? 

 How many of last year’s Christmas presents are you still using?  How many do you even 

still have in your home? 

 Why is that?  Why are last year’s presents all but forgotten?  Why have so many of them 

already been thrown out or given away to others? 

 Poor manufacturing?  I can see that; I have broken more than a few toys and gizmos that 

should have lasted a lot longer. 

 Never really needed them to begin with?  That is most certainly a possibility; how many 

games and movies can you actually play in a day; how many clothes could you possibly ever 

wear? 

 Never really wanted them to begin with?  Yes, it is amazing what others think would be a 

good idea to give us for Christmas; no less amazing is to look back and wonder why we ever 

wanted one thing or another to begin with. 

 It is the rare gift indeed that lasts more than a year.  Chances are good that there are still 

some things in your possession that have stood the test of time.  A toy that has been passed down 

from one toddler to the next; a sweater that still fits just right no matter how old the style is; a 

piece of furniture or jewelry that holds a special place in your home. 

 But yes, these too will one day also make their way to the curb in a trash can, or will be 

packed up and taken to Good Will.  That toy will not last forever, nor will that sweater always 



2 
 

feel so snug.  Jewelry gets lost; and eventually that piece of furniture will not be needed any 

longer. 

 If only there were a gift that never went out of style.  If only there was a gift that you 

could return to again and again and know that it would always work, it would always apply, it 

would always be there. 

 Alas, they do not sell such a gift in the stores, no matter how hard you look.  Nor will you 

find it on the internet either, no matter how much money you are ready to spend.  But you will 

find it here, in the Church. 

 The Church does offer a gift that never expires, never grows old, and never wears out.  It 

is the gift of Baptism. 

 What is this gift?  It is a gift that comes in the form of water and word; it comes normally 

when one is very young, but can be given at any age; it can come in the middle of a lake, or it 

can come over a bowl in a church; it can come surrounded by hundreds, or it can come 

surrounded only by a few. 

 The size and shape of this gift are secondary however; it is what the gift offers that truly 

matters. 

 For the gift of Baptism in the name of Jesus, offers the forgiveness of sins and eternal 

life. 

 For when you are baptized, the name of Jesus is placed upon you, marking you as a holy 

and precious child of your Father who is in heaven.  The death and resurrection of Jesus become 

your death and resurrection.  Your sins become His, and the robe of righteousness that He wears 

is now placed upon you. 
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 And by virtue of your Baptism, when your Father in heaven looks at you, He does not see 

your sins, He sees Christ on the cross, suffering and dying for you, so that you might have 

forgiveness, life and salvation. 

 And this gift does not expire.  Your baptism, however many years ago it was, is still 

valid, still applies, is still looked upon with favor by your Father in heaven.  Even should you 

wander away from the faith, your baptism is still there calling you to repent, calling you to hear 

the Word of the Lord, calling you to walk as a child of the light.   

You can never wash away that sign of the cross that was placed upon your forehead and 

upon your heart, marking you as one of God’s children.  You may reject it, you may despise it, 

you may forget it; but like the prodigal son, you can never fully renounce it.  Your Father in 

heaven will still be there, calling you to return to His house, to the place you truly belong. 

For your heavenly Father knows what baptism can do.  For it is not just your entrance 

into the family of God, it is a daily guide, reminding you every morning and evening that you are 

a child of God, called to live in faith as a light to those sitting in darkness.  Your baptism is what 

gives you confidence to stand before kings and emperors to confess your faith; your baptism is 

what offers comfort to those who remain when you are called to rest in the arms of Jesus. 

 The Church offers this gift of security, of assurance, of peace of mind and peace of heart. 

 But of course, this gift is given by the Church only at the command of Christ.  The 

Church did not invent Baptism, nor was it received through visions.  The Church is merely 

following the instructions given to it: for Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew – 

Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
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 For unlike your shopping lists where everyone gets a different gift, the gift of Baptism is 

given to all people.  The young and the old; men and women; Jew and Gentile.  This gift is given 

to all who confess the name of Jesus.  This gift is given to you and to me.  This gift is the only 

gift you will receive that goes with you from this life to the next.   

 It may not show up on many lists, but the gift of Baptism offers everything you truly 

want – it makes you a part of the body of Christ, it removes the guilt and stain of sin, guides you 

in your daily life, and it offers you the security of eternal life. 

 What other gift can say all of that? 

 Not many.  In fact, not any.  Only your baptism can say that. 

 What a wonderful gift we receive from our heavenly Father. 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit! AMEN! 


