
Toward a better way of placing Seminary Candidates 
 

WHEREAS, the number of calling congregations now exceeds the number of 

available seminary candidates, and 

WHEREAS, due to retirements and demographics, there is no immediate change to 

these numbers for the foreseeable future, and  

WHEREAS the Word and sacraments are already being delivered by a called and 

ordained servant of the Word in those congregations calling an assistant/associate 

pastor; and 

WHEREAS (AC V & AC XIV) the Word and sacraments are not being delivered 

to the same degree in a strictly vacant congregation; and  

WHEREAS the filling of vacancies (Romans 10) puts undue hardships on the 

families and congregations of those vacancy pastors filling said vacancies; and  

WHEREAS, serving in a congregation as a sole pastor will better prepare a man 

for future service to the Church at large as opposed to specialized ministry in a 

larger congregation; and 

WHEREAS having vacancies in a Circuit causes stress and fear in other 

congregations, as Circuits continue to walk together for the mission of Christ, and 

WHEREAS Winkels should be a place to help and support pastors handling new 

and different parts of the ministry; Therefore be it: 

RESOLVED that the Kansas District encourage winkels to be faithful, open, and 

supportive places for pastors to find help and encouragement in their various 

struggles, and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Kansas District encourage congregations who are in need of 

additional pastoral staff to consider the needs of congregations in need of a pastor, 

and be it Finally  

RESOLVED that the Kansas District in convention, encourage the LCMS in 

convention to instruct the Council of Presidents, acting as the Board of 

Assignments, to give preference to those congregations calling sole pastors from 

the Seminary as opposed to those congregations calling an assistant/associate 

pastor from the Seminary. 


